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1977 Mercedes Benz 450SL 


by Michael Hyde 


1. The Mercedes-Benz car line has been the sign of prestige and innovation. 
In this article we will take a look at the luxury sports car of its time. 


2. The weather-stripping used on these cars did not hold up well. Using a 
wedge on the door may cause the window weather-stripping to disintegrate 
right before your eyes. Since this is a 1977 model the door locks are usually 
worn, picking the lock is fairly easy. 
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Issue No. 16 


3. The ignition lock on this car does not 
have a hardened collar as the later model 
years did. 
4. To remove the ignition you must first unsnap the plastic trim 
ring. This trim ring has three bendable legs to it, that if bent back 
and forth too much they will break off. 


5. The black cylinder trim can now be removed. It just unsnaps. 


Ignition 
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6. Insert a working key and turn to the first detent. If 
you do not have a working key, the lock impressions 
well. This lock uses an active retainer. 


8. The active retainer on this lock cylinder is in the shape of a wedge. 


7. Here is a shot of the positioning of the active 
retainer access hole. It is at the 2-3 o'clock position. 
We are using a 90-degree angle probe to show the 
position. 


9. To disassemble the ignition lock 
cylinder, remove the tru-arc ring 
on the face of the lock. 
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12. The outside door handle and lock cylinder is all one unit. 


11. The cylinder plug 
should contain all 10 
tumblers. 


10. The cylinder plug 
will now slide out the 
rear of the lock housing. 


Door Lock 
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13. You do not need 
to remove the inside 
door panel to get the 
door lock out. 


15. Once you remove 
the screws you can 
slide the handle 
forward to remove it. 
If the handle is tough 
to slide you can tap 
the handle forward 
through the side 
where the Phillips 
head screws were 
removed from. 


14. The door lock and handle are held to the door by 
two #3 Phillips head screws. You must pull back the 
rubber weather-stripping to see them. 
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19. The tailpiece on this lock is 
adjustable. 


16. On the forward section of the 
handle is a setscrew. When this 
car left the factory this setscrew 
was tightened to a certain level 
so it would only be snug against 
the door's outer skin. That way 
the handle could be removed 
easily for servicing if necessary. 


17. If the car was in an accident a 
repair person might tighten this 
setscrew thinking it was suppose to 
be tightened. You would then have 
to remove the door panel and 
loosen the setscrew to get the 
handle off. 


18. A view of the handle/lock assembly 
removed from the car. 
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20. To remove the 
cylinder plug you will 
need to remove the 
Phillips head screw on 
the wing type tailpiece. 


21. Underneath 
the tailpiece is 
the plug spring. 


23. The lock cylinder plug will 
now slide out the handle. 


22. When taking off 
the tailpiece, watch 
out that the spring 
does not go flying. 
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27. To remove the 
decklid lock cylinder 
you must gently pull 
back the trim liner 
and then remove the 3 
Phillips head bolts 
holding on the latch 
assembly. 


24. Here is a 
view of the 
lock cylinder 
plug. It is 
common for 
Mercedes to 
leave out 
tumblers in 
positions 1 & 3 
from the bow. 


26. The decklid lock cylinder on this car 
is not on the decklid, but on the body of 
the car just above the license plate. 


Deck Lid 


25. There is a rubber o- 
ring that sits on the plug 
near the bow. This o-ring 
usually starts to break 
apart with age. 
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28. The next step is to remove the 
tru-arc ring that holds on the 
tailpiece. 


30. The tailpiece is 
connected to the air 
power lock actuators. 
This system uses air 
pressure to lock or 
unlock the locks. 


29. With the tru-arc ring removed the 
tailpiece will slide off. 
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33. The lock can then be removed. 


31. The power lock actuator is held to 
a steel plate inside the trunk. 


32. Remove the 10mm fasteners that hold the 
lock cylinder in place. 


34. On the 
back of the 
lock cylinder 
is a retainer 
ring. Push in 
on the 
retainer and 
rotate it until 
it releases. 
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38. The 
cylinder can 
now slide out 
the housing 
without a 
working key. 


36. The cylinder slide's right out the 
back of the housing. 


35. There is a large spring behind 
the retainer ring. 


37. There is a wedge plug retainer 
that must be removed. 


39. There is a spring and ball bearing 
detent in the rear of the plug. 
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43. There is an access hole in the 
cylinder plug housing for loading the 
ball bearing and spring. 


42. The trunk lock cylinder 
disassembled. 


40. The decklid cylinder plug 
contains all 10 tumblers 
needed for a complete key. 


41. Just like the door lock there is a rubber o-ring that 
sits on the plug near the bow. 


44. The glove box lock 
slide from side to side 
to unlock the door. 


National Locksmith Automobile Association 
Issue No.16 • 13 


45. Remove the 4 
Phillips head screws 
to get the lock 
cylinder out. 


Glove Box 


46. There is a spring-loaded detent for the light in the 
glove box door. 


47. Save these parts as you remove the lock 
cylinder trim. 
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50. The horseshoe clip slides off to get the cylinder out. 


49. On the top of the trim assembly is a black plastic horseshoe style clip. 


48. The glove 
box lock 
cylinder and 
trim removed 
from the car. 


51. The lock cylinder removed from the trim. 
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55. The glove box cylinder plug contains 8 tumblers. Positions 7 & 9 were left empty at 
the factory. 


54. The glove box cylinder plug slides out 
the front of the housing. 


53. Drill a small hole next to it and pry 
out the wedge. 


52. There is a metal wedge plug retainer that must be removed 
from the plastic housing. 
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MAKING FIRST KEY: 
1. Remove glove box lock cylinder and decode the 
tumblers. Progression missing cuts in the doors for 
master key. 


2. Remove passenger door lock cylinder and decode the 
tumblers. Progression missing cuts in the glove box for 
master key. 


